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Debbie LeeKeenan is a lecturer, author, and life-long social justice advocate. She is coproducer of the film, Reflecting on Anti-bias Education in Action: The Early Years. She has
over 48 years of teaching experience in preschools, public schools and universities. Debbie is
the former director of the Eliot Pearson Children's School at Tufts University in Medford,
MA, where she helped make the school a center for anti-bias education. She is ChineseAmerican, child of immigrant parents and member of a multi-racial family.
John Nimmo, EdD is an associate professor of early childhood at Portland State University in
Oregon. Previously, he was associate professor in family studies and Executive Director of
the Child Study and Development Center at the University of New Hampshire. John is the
co-author of the books: Leading Anti-Bias Early Childhood Programs: A Guide for Change
(with Derman-Sparks & LeeKeenan, 2015) and Emergent Curriculum (with Elizabeth Jones,
1994), and is a co-producer of a film on children’s rights, The Voices of Children (2017).
Caryn Park, PhD, is a core faculty member at Antioch University Seattle, where she works to
prepare pre-service and in-service educators to serve students and communities through an
anti-racist and social justice lens. She also provides anti-bias coaching, consultation, and
workshops for teachers and families in early childhood education.
Nicole Johnson is an Educator and Direct Mentor Consultant for the Birth-3rd Grade
Partnership, who focuses on equity and access. She believes passionately that the arts and
culturally sustaining pedagogy can transform early education. She is the founder of The
Beautiful School, opening summer of 2021 in Jamaica Plain Boston. She is currently pursuing
her doctorate in Early Education and Care at UMass Boston College of Education and Human
Development, after receiving her master's in arts education from Harvard University
Graduate School of Education.
Mark R. Warren is a professor of public policy and public affairs at the University of
Massachusetts Boston. Warren is a community engaged scholar who studies and works with
community, parent and youth organizing groups seeking to promote racial equity and
justice in education, community development and American democratic life. Warren is the
author of the forthcoming book Willful Defiance: The Movement to Dismantle the School-toPrison Pipeline (Oxford University Press, Fall 2021).
Lianna Pizzo, PhD, is an Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director at the
University of Massachusetts Boston. She has worked in bilingual education for more than 20
years, as a school psychologist, teacher educator, and researcher. Lianna’s interests include
teacher preparation and professional development aimed at supporting cultural and
linguistic diversity.

